_ Hi 0 ULRT RE
40TH SI08AL LIGHT CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
£P0 666, US Army
/
200,8/201Festermen, George F (0) £7 June 1245

EUBJECT: Regummendation fopr iwerd of the Bronse Ster Medsl,
T0 ¢ Commnding Offfcer, 5146th Signal Service Group, APO 665, US Amgy,

- de 04 It ip recommended MW 0862748, Captain, Signel Corpe,
40th Signali Light Construetion Batt s D ded Bronsze Star Medsl, Captain

&
ﬁm is on duly with the 4Oth Signal Light Construction Battalion at the present

b, Ceptain : was serving in the grade of Ceptain s the Conmanding
Offfeer of Hesdquartcrs Compeny, 40th Signsl Constructiom Battclion (later redesignuted
us Hocdquarters and Hesdquart rs Detachment, 40th Signal Light Coustrustiion Battslion)
and Battelion S-2, at the time of ihe @wet or service for which this award is regcomcended,

Gy Hzame end address of mearcst relatives Mrs Doris Wiesterman, Wife, Roosevelt
Hotel, Pitieburgh, Peanmylvenie,

d. Hatered military service from Derlingten, Wiseonsin,
e, Decorations previously awardedy Nonme,

f. Th: entire serviee of Captein WIST RUAN has been homcrsble gince the rone
dition by him of the ect or ecrvice upon whieh this ricomuendatlon is based,

g 4 similar recommendation for thie individusl has not beeh submitted,

2e The officer recos ending thie averd hes _ersonsl knowledge of b act oF seére
vice upon which this r:comuendution is bused,

B, Ceptain NESTFRHAN, whil: serving with the irmy of the Upited Statvs, dietine
guished himgelf YW meritorious service in eomncetion with militery operstioms speinst
su emeny of ‘he United ftat s from 22 November 1944 to 26 Harch 1848,

. 8. In the period between 22 November and 16 December 1944, the 4Uth Siinal
Light Comstruction Battaiicn (‘hen ‘he 40th Si;nsl Constructiom Battaiiom), was enguged
in building an open wire line from Li. ge, Belgium to Aschen, Uermany snd from Aschen
to the Ezst toward Cologne, Germeny, Under Ceptein ¥ESTiRWiN's directiom, three booly
traps and & lurge pumber of mincs were neutralised or destrgyed,

b, Between 18 Junusry end 25 Junusry 1945, in the vieimity of Merche, Beiglum
vend Jamelle, Belgium, Captaim BESTERUAN dircoted the sweeping of eritiecsl spole along
the mesty miies of roads this Batizlion was using to rehabllitate opem wire lince dewe-
ged ty the Germsn breskthrough in the Ardennes, A5 roximstely b mines were destroyed
828 a result of this work which ctherwise would heve produced cesualties,

¢, From 10 to 28 March 1945, Captein FESTIRUAN directed the eweeping ol &

path through the Siegfried Line minefieids Vest of Prum, Germany to permiy the ecnstrue-
tion of am opem wire line. A lerge mumber of mines w T cheountercd,

ﬂl-



_ d, On 29 Marech 1945, Captain WEST/RMAN deteoted and destroyed & husty mine-
fiecld plsced Yy the enemy near Bitburg, Germany, This minefield wae in the route of &
cable line that this Batteiion wee building and would heve caused loss cof liie snd equip-
meit if 4t hed not been detected by Ceptain WESI: RMAN,

8, Oaptain WEST RUAN sustained no injuries or wounds durdng this period direet-
ly ettributsble to the service for which this recomnendation is made,

4. Propesed citation:

*For distinguished service inm comneotion with miliiery operations
egeinet an enemy of the Unii«d States from 22 November 1944 to 20 March 1946, Captein
JES. "REAN's skil. in the deteetion and neuiralization .of enemy mines and booly trspe dur-
ing thig ::riod permitted the eomstruction of communicatiom limes wiith a minimm of case
usliies snd loss of oriiical equipment through heavily mined sestions of the Siegiried
Line ip the vicinity ol Aschen and Prun, Germany, His ebility 1o cope with ail types
of mined ar-as inspired confidence in his men to proceed with thelr norssl duiles; Une
hempered Yy the fear of faulty deteetion. This was & determining fector in the speedy
construction end restoration of commumieations for the 12th Army Group®,

WILLIZX R COBB
Lieutcnant Colonel, 8i nu. Gorps
Communding



