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HISTORICLL RECORD

40th Signal Construction Battalion

ketivated 21 September 1942.

" Aetiveted at Cemp Campbell, Kentucky.

Mithority: - War Department letter order.

Sources from which enlisted personnel were cbtained:

(1) Fifty (50) cedre men from 29th Signal Construction Bn.

(2) Selective Service recruits from Fort Dix, New Jersey,
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and Camp Robinson, Arkensas,

Chénges in Orgenization:

as

b.
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£.

10 Jenuary 1944:

11 January 1944:

11 Jenuary 1944:

22 Jenuary 1944:

14 April 1944:

14 April 1944:

Relieved from assignment 1l4th Hezdguarters

Speciel Troops, Second Army, Cemp Cempbell,

Kentucky.

tuth: Movement Orders Shipment 8060U-GG, GGX
Secret ltr, Hgq Second Army CLOZ407
Jenuery 44 (GNVBF)

Lssigned First United States frmy, ITOUSA,
Muth: Troop Assignment /2, 1944, First
United Stztes Army,

ittached Service of Supply, ETOUSA.
Troop Assignment 72, Tirst United States Aray.

Relieved from attachment Service of Supply,
ETQUSA.
kuths Troop Assignment /S, Hq FIOUSA, 1944,

Lesigned to First United States ‘rmy Group,
Relieved from =zssignment First United States
Army .

Auths Troop Assignment #49, 1944, Hg ETOUSA.

kttachedFirst United States Army, FIOUSA.
luth: Troop Assignment #49, 1944, Hg ETOUSA.



HEADQU ERS 40TH SIGNAL CONSTRUCTION B.  ALION.
APO 655 US ARMY

1 Jenuary 1944

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

The 40th Signal Construction Battalion had a readiness date for
overseas shipment as of 1 January 1944, and after numerous inspections
the organization on 10 Jenuary 1944 boardﬁd two troop trains at Camp
Cempbell, Kentucky, Capt George W Drawbsugh and Cept Edger Pooley as trein
commanders. The train arrived at Camp Shanks,New York on 12 Jenuary 1944.

There the unit was processed for six days, prepering last minute insursnce,
allotments, undergoing innoculations and physical inspections, executing
change of address cards, replacing clothing, and performing last minute
drill with the gas mask.

On 12 January 1944, the Battalion boarded the Steamship Susan B ﬂnthony,
Major Tilton D McNeal assuming cdommand of all troops on bozrd, lst Lt
Weinstein zcted as Ships Adjutent, while M Sgt VWalker and his assistants actec
as ships clerks.

The 40th Signal Construction Battalion landed at Newport South Wales
on the 29th of January 1944, and entrained for Fynshem Perk, Northleigh,
Oxfordshire, England, where the entire battalion was garrisoned in Neison huts.

The five months, from February to June, were devoted to intensive training
in 211 forms of wire construction, including the battaliens introduction to
British Multi-Air-Line Construction,

On 26 April, the battalion was alerted for movement overseas for the
purpose of" taking part in the liberation of the continent of Furope. Eynshem
Perk wag our concentration area.

On 2 June, the Battalion in stpength participated in the "Salute the
Soldier Week™ inaugural parade at Long Hendborough, Oxfordsihre, England,

On 2 July 1944, st 2345, the battalion left Eynsham Pzrk by Moter convoy
for the marshalling area l/RCHP/4 near Dorcester, England, a distance of
approximately one hundred thirty miles. It rained during- the entire nine hours
of the movement. The Battalion wes broken into craft loads and at 0145 hours,

5 July 1944, the first craft load, LST 1359, left for embecrkation ares at
Portland, Ehgland followed at 0250 hours by creft load, LST 1560, and at 0630
hours by T araft load LST 1361,

The convoy left the port in Fngland at 2200 hours, 5 July 1944, and after
an uneventful crossing arrived at Omaha Beach, Normandy, France, at approximately
1200 hours, 6 July 1944, debarking between 1400 and 1630 hours the same day.



The Battalion mwved to Vehicle Transit Area Numbef TFour (4), Omaha
Beach, and proceeded to dewaterproof vehicles and set up night bivoucc.

At approximetely 1440 hours, 7 July 1944, the unit proceeded in motor
convoy to bivouac erea, 2 miles west of Valognes, Normandy, France,
Arriving at sbout 1730 hours. The Battalion rem=ined at this bivouac
sight, along with the attached company, the g57th Signal Censtruction
Company, until 9 July 1944.

" During this period, contect wes méde with the fignel Officer, First
United States Army, and the battalion's initial job in combat was ouvlined
to the Commending Officer, Major Tilton D McNeel. The Battalion moved at
0730 hours, 9 July 1944, to bivouac area one-half mile east of St Come-du-
HMont, Normandy, France, in order to centrelly locate the unit for the job
that they were about to begin,

On the morning of 10 July 1944, the Battalion begen work on their first
wire construction job under combat conditions. The job was a two (&) erm
twenty (20) pin open wire line from Ht Chemin to St Come-du-Mont, Normandy,
France, for the purpose of connecting First United States Army to Firet
United Stetes Army Rear, VIII Gorps and VII Corps. This line supplanted the
existing line between St Come-du-Mont and Carentean, along the railroed which
was under enemy fire,

~ In order that the line would in no place come within renge of enemy
grtillery fire, the mew line was to follow & northern route across the low-
lands between Carentan end the English Channel, a good part of which was
inundated marshland as & resuit of Germen flecoding on D-Day.

The entire line wes constructed well off the road right of way in an
attempt to keep the line out of any trouble which might result from heavy
traffic or enemy action directed at communication routes. To deo this, tvo
river crossings were made, necessitaling spans of 250 foot and 400 LOut
respectively. Long Spen, Non-catenary, Construction was used.

The initial survey was made 9 Jhly 1944, end the entire line of
thirteen end three tenths (12.2) miles was completed and turned over to the
First U.S. Army Signsl Service on 14 July 1944.

On 16 July 1944, the Battalion suffered its first casualties. Two members
of the Battalion Headquarters Personnel Section, Tec Sergeant William H Johnson,
and Private First Class Edward L Foster, were injured by shrapnel when PFC
Foster picked up an unexploded Germen fuze in the field adjacent to the !
bivouac sight. Tec Sergeant Johnson received wounds on the right hand snd right
hip, while PFC Foster was wounded 'in the chest, neither seriously.

On 15 July 1944, the battalion began work on First United States Army
Signal jobs, numbers 268 and 276, Job 268 was e new line of two arm, twently
(20) pin open wire, to run from First Army Test Station 99 et St Comepdu-lMont
to Carenten, to link with the partizlly existing St Come-du-Mont Periers line,
Job 276 wes a two (2) arm, twenty (20) pin open wire line from First frmy
Test Station 99 to Chef-du-Font and one arm ten (10) pin open wire French
poles elopfg a railroad right of wey.

The army wes using existing French rehabllitsted circuits alcng this
route, but found them unsatisfactory due to past enemy activity which weakened
and deteriorated the line. The new lines replaced those foreign circuits. '
This line was completed 18 July 1944,
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30 July 194&»

1 August 1944:

29 fugust 1944

16 December 1944

Relieved from assignment Fir&\finited States
Army Group, ETOUSA.

Assigned Twelfth Army Group, ETOUSA.

Auth: Troop Re-assignment #2, Hq ETCUSA, 1944.

Relieved from attachment Firset United States
Army, ETQUSA,
Auth: Treop Assignment #1 Hg Twelfth Army Gop.

Aseigned 3146 Signal Service Group, Hq Twelfth

Army Group.
Auth: Circular #9, Hg Twelfth Army Group.

:+ Loaned to First United Stated Army, ET0QUSA
Auth: VOCG, Twelfth Army Group.

Strength,-commissioned and Enlisted:
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1 Januvery 1944«
31 Janusry 1944y
28 February 1944
51 March 1944:

20 Aprdl 1944:

31 May 1944:

30 June 1944:

31 July 1944:
El.ﬁﬁgust 1944;
30 September 194

31 October 1944:

30 November 1944

‘31 December 1944:

Net increase
or decrease

Officerss 25 Fnlisted Men: 572
Officersg 24 Inlisted Men: 543 [ i e
¢+ Officers: R4 [Enlisted Mens 539 Off-0
Officerss 24 TFnlisted Men: 534 0f£-0
Officerss 24 IEnlisted Men: 558- Off-0
Officerss 23 IEnlisted Mens 534 0ff-1
Officerss 24 Ehlisted Mens 533 Off}l
Officers: 22 [Fnlisted Men: 523 0ff-2
Officerss 24 Enlisted Men: 541 Off42
4: Officers: 24 Enlisted Men: 534 | Off;o
Officerss 24 TFnlisted Mem: 526  Off-0
¢ Officersy 23 Inlisted Mem: 517 Off-1

Officerss 22 TEnlisted Men: 208 . Off-1

EM-29
Fif -~ s
M -5
TH +4
™ - 4
-1
IM-10
X +18
B =%
EMy=8
M -9

-9



4, Stations (pefmanvnt or teﬁpora:y) o6f Unit or Porew Thereof's
Station Date Arrived Date Departed .
a. Cemp Campbell, Kemtucky 1 Jen 24 10 Jen 44

b. Overseas iovement:
(1) Advence Detachments

Farringdon, Berks, 1 Jan 44 24 Jan 44
- England
Eynsham Park, Oxon, 24 Jan 44 29 Jan 44
England

(2) Mein Body of Troops:

Camp Cempbell, Kentucky 10 Jen 44
Cemp Shenks, New York 12 Jan 44 18 Jen 44
Boarded SS Susan B 18 Jan 44
Anthony

Newport, South Weles, 28 Jun 44 28 Jen 44
England '

Fynsham Park, Oxon, 29 Jen 44 2 Jul 44
England

¢, First United Stztes Army Maneuvers

(1) Compeny "B", Liddleston Stoney,

Oxon, England 4 Teb 44 29 lar 44
(2) Company "A"™ Leatherhead and
Staine, Surrey, England 11 Mar 44 29 Mer 44
d, -Anti Aircraft Gunners, 7 lay 44 31 Mey 44
Stiffkey Range, York, :
England

e, Overseas Movement:

(1) Marshelling Area, 1/RCRP/4 3 Jul 44 A 5 Jul 44
near Dorcester, Dorset,Eng. % )

(2) LSTs 1359,1360,136& 5 Jul.44 6 Jul 44
US Navy

f. Vehicle Transit Area #4, 6 Jul 44 7 Jul 44

Omaha Beach, Normandy,
Frence
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g. Bivouac Are
Date __rived Date Departe
(1) .2 Mi W of Valognes 7 Jul 44 9 Jul 44
Manche, France

(2) % Mi E of St Come du 9 Jul 44 28 Jul 44
Mont, Manche, France
(3) 1% Mi SW of St Jean 28 Jul 44 30 Jul 44
de Daye, Manche, France
(4) 1 Mi SW of Carantilly, 30 Jul 44 7 lug 44
Manche, France
(5) Bouceel, Manche, France 7 hug 44 13 fug 44
(6) Clermont, Mayenne, France 13 Aug 44 15 iug 44
(7) 1 Mi NW of Argentre, 15 Mug 44 24 Iug 44
Mayenne, France
(8) 5 Mi E of Chartres 24 hug 44 27 Aug 44
Eube, France
(9) 13 Mi N of Ablis, Eube, R7 Aug 44 29 Aug 44
France
(10) 2 Mi N of Bois D'Arcy 29 Aug 44 6 Sep 44
Seine, France
(11) 4 Mi S of Le Ferte, 6 Sep 44 13 Sep 44
Sous, Jousrre, Seine, Fresnce
(12) 4 Mi SE of Verdun, Meuse, 13 Sep 44 21 Sep 44
France ;
(13) 4 Mi SW of Longuyen, Meuse, 21 Sep 44 % Oct 44
France :
(14) Capellen, Ducy of Luxembourg 3 Oct 44 5 Nov 44
(Billets)
(15) (a) Hq, Hq Co and Med Det, 5 Nov 44 22 Nov 44
- Company ™A™ :
Chenee, Liege, Belgium -
(b) Company "B™ 5. Nov 44 .22 Nov 44
Beyne Heusey, Liege,
Belgium



Date Arrived Date Departed

(16) (a) Hq; Hg Co, Med Det, 22 Nov—44 11 Dec 44
and Compeny "B"
Epen, Holland

(b) Compeany mAM 25 Nov 44 28 Nov 44
Mheer, Holland
(¢c) Company ™A™ 28 Nov 44 8 Dec 44

Valkenburg, Holland

(17) (a) Hg, and Hg Company 11 Dec 44 19 Dec 44
hachen (Aix Le
Chapelle) Germeny
(b) Hed Det and Company ™B" 11 Dec 44 19 Dec 44
Laurensburg (North of
Lschen) Germany

(e) Compeny ™A™ 8 Dec 44 20 Dec 44
Brand (SE of Aachen)
Germany
(18) (2) Hq, Hq Co, Med Det ana 19 Dec 44 21 Dec 44
Company ™BM.
6 miles East of Namur,
Belgium
(1) (Entire Battalion) Tillier, 21 Dec 44 22 Dec 44
Belgium
(20) (a) Hq, Hg Co and Med Det 22 Dec 44 31 Dec 44

Bommershoven, Belgium
(b) Company "A"

Heers, Belgium Q2 Dec 44 27 Dec 44

Fize Le Marsal, Belgium 7 Dec 44 %1 Dec 44
(¢) Compeny "B"

Thys, Belgium &2 Dec 44 24 Tec 44

Bommershoven, Belgium «4 Dec 44 31 Dec 44

5. Marches:

8., R June 1944, T™Salute the Soldier™ Inaugural Parade,
Long Handborough, Oxon, England.
Distance marched between FEynshem Park and Lond
Handboroughs Five (5) miles. Roade good;
weather, sunny.

6. Campaigns:

A, Normandy Campaign

(1) Duration: 6 July 1944 to 24 July 1944.

(2) Purpose: To secure a beach-head in an assesult on the continent
of FEurope from which to build up forees and eventualiy defeat

' the German Army,

(3) Authority Ordering: Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary
Force.

(4) Participatic—~ Creditsy Secret Letter Headquarters Furopesn



Theat__of Operations, United States 4 _, file number
AG 200.6 OPGA, Subject: Battle Pcrticipation Awards -
Normandy uampaign (No 1), dated 16 November 1944,

B, Northern France Campaign
(1) Duration: 25 July 1944 - 18 September 1944.
(2) Purpose: To.consolidate our forces over sn ever increasing
‘liberated area, to bottle up the remaining German forces
in Northern France, and’ to permit our forces the usage of
local communication, transportation lines and local resources
of the Allied liberated nations.

(5} Authority: Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force.

(4) Participation Credit: Secret Letter, Headquarters European

" Theater of Operations, United States Army, File number:

AG 200.,6 OPGA, Subject: Battle Participation., Awards -
Northern Frence Campaign (No 1) dated 1 December 1944,

‘7. Baktless None,

B,,_Campanding Officerss

From To
a. Major Tilton D McNeal 1 Jan 44 13 Dec 44
(Lt Col as of 1 Aug 44) :
. -Major William' H Cobb 13 Dec 44 31 Dec 44

9. Losses in Action:

15 Juﬁy 1944; Tec 4 Lancelot A Riley, Company ™A®, 40th Signal
Construction Battalion, received shrapnel wound 4n leg from 88 MM.
Shell while working on a telephone pole near Merigny, Normendy,
France, resulting in loss of leg, six inches below the knee,

10+ Former and Present Members who have Distinguished Themselves in
Action: None.

11, Photographs: None.



